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To that

undiscovered country

2025 Divan
Elected Officers
Potentate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ray Breshears

Chief Rabban. . . . . . . . . . . . David Brannan

Assistant Rabban . . . . . . . . . Bruce Drewes

High Priest & Prophet. . . . . . Jason Morales

Oriental Guide . . . . . . . . . . . Danny Harkins

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Will Votaw, PP

Recorder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wayne Foster

Appointed Divan
st1  Ceremonial Master . . . . Darrell Forrester
nd2  Ceremonial Master . . . . . . . . Bob Martin 

Marshal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mischa Brady

Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Triplett

Captain of the Guard . . . . . . . . . . Gail Sivey

Outer Guard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rod Baldwin

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anthony Patterson 

Other Divan Positions
Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Bishop

Assistant Director . . . . . . . . . . Robert Mahar

Assistant Chaplain. . . . . . . . . . . Skylor Lenz

Chief Potentate’s Aide . . . . . Jake Matthews

Ambassador Coordinator. . . . . . Mitch Davis

Potentate’s Aides
Aides. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sand Duners

Chief Aide Emeritus . . . . . . . . . . . Dick Swift
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Editor’s Notice

The Desert Dust is published 
monthly, except July and August.

Submissions are Due by 
the of the Month

 
20th

Please be prompt!! Remember, the 
Editor is volunteering his time to 

publish the newsletter. 

Pictures should include a caption, 
if appropriate. 

Email your submission to Gary at

gsbetts@msn.com 

Hospital Board Members
Salt Lake City . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Brannan

Portland. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Randall

Phone Numbers
Recorder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (208) 343-0571

Desert Dust
Editor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Betts

gsbetts@msn.com

Assistant Editor . . . . . . . . Rick Holloway, PP
elkorahdesertdust@gmail.com

2025 Shrine Dues were due 

by 12/31/24. 

If you do not have a current 2025 
dues card, you are delinquent and 

cannot attend meetings, etc. 

Avoid the dreaded NPD list and 
contact the Recorder’s Office today 

(343-0571).

Did you know that El Korah’s 
budget relies on members paying 

their dues on time? 

You dues help pay our bills and 
keep our doors open. 

Wednesday Apr 9th, 7:30 pm
Boise Masonic Center - Westgate

April Stated Meeting

DESERT DUST

Advertise Your Business
in the Desert Dust!

Reach out to the Nobility, Ladies and 
friends in the online and printed 
versions of the Desert Dust. El Korah 
publishes 10  annually.newsletters

For a member-owned business
a regular-sized ad is just

$50.00 per year

Contact the Recorder’s Office for 
larger ads, single issue ads, and ads for 
non-member owned businesses. 

Submit your ad to the Desert Dust 
today!

Harry Wilson, Jr . . . . . . . 2/27/2025

Mark Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/28/2024

mailto:gsbetts@msn.com
mailto:gsbetts@msn.com
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Potentate’s Message  by Ray Breshears

Greetings Nobles and 
Ladies,

As we turn the page on 
March, the year 
continues to move 
swiftly. I hope this 
message finds you well.

The Twin Falls Shrine 
Club’s annual Ice 
Breaker event was a great 
success, filled with fun 

April 14 – The Twin Falls Shrine Club will host its annual 
football Players cookout at 6:30 pm. I have three 
available seats for anyone who would like to ride down 
with me. If there's enough interest, we can take the 
Shrine van.

April 19 – Please note that the El Korah Spring Ceremonial 
has been rescheduled to May 17 in Jerome.

2025 Challenge Coins – Limited Edition!

The 2025 Challenge Coins are now available! Assistant 
Rabban Bruce Drewes is leading this fraternal 
fundraiser, with only 300 coins available at $20 each. 
Each purchase also enters you into our December 
drawing, where two lucky winners will each receive 
$500. Don’t miss out!

I sincerely appreciate the ongoing 
support and dedication of our 
nobles and their ladies. Together, 
we can achieve more, change 
lives, and make a lasting impact.

TOGETHER WE CAN!

2025 El Korah Potentate 

and camaraderie. Meanwhile, the Boise Valley Scottish Rite 
Spring Reunion brought together many nobles to take part in 
the degrees, fostering outstanding fellowship. We welcomed 
eleven new Master Masons into Scottish Rite, and three of 
them took Shrine applications—some have already expressed 
interest in joining us for the Fall Ceremonial!

Upcoming Events – April at El Korah Shrine 

April 5 – Our very own Past Potentate, Will Votaw, will be 
honored at his Worthy Grand Patron Homecoming for 
the Order of the Eastern Star (OES).

April 12 – Potentate's Nobility Ball – Please RSVP with 
Recorder Wayne Foster as soon as possible so we can 
provide an accurate headcount for the caterer.
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Ray

Potentate Ray Breshears
and Lady Lonna

Provost Guard  
by John Kinney, Secretary

The Provost Guard will be raffling a wooden Fez box made by 
Gail Sivey as a money making project this year.  More 
information to follow.  

Our Unit is looking for new members to the Shrine and First 
Responders to help with our changing responsibilities. We are 
still available to help other Units and Clubs with their projects 
and events.  

The Provost Guard is selling jewelry items before the 
Stated meetings. Items can also be viewed our jewelry case 
located in the Clubs and Units room of the Boise Masonic 
Center on Westgate Dr.  Contact John Kinney or Wayne 
Foster for more information. 

Samples of the Provost Guard’s Items for Sale
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Upon reviewing for my notes for 
my Scottish Rite educational lesson 
on April 3rd, which is the 
Remembrance Ceremony for the 
Brethren passed this last year, I 
offer the following . . .

Albert Pike’s writings on the 18th 
Degree, Knight Rose Croix speaks 

of the Universalities of our Masonic Work. Each belief 
system has its own words, in India (Chrishna), China 
(Kioun-tse), Egypt (Har-Oeri), Plato (Love), Jesus with his 
last commandment to Love one another.

Pike relates what all belief systems worldwide have in 
common: belief in a Supreme Being and the Soul’s 
Immortality.  

What caught my interest was the connection to freedom of 
thought for each to find their interpretation and the 
connection of freedom related to Remembrance. 

Moses played a major role in this as we know his story about 
telling the Pharaoh to let my people go and then the 
Egyptians suffering many plagues with the last one being 
related to the Passover. The Israelites marked their door with 
the blood of a lamb so the destroying Angel would pass over 
their household while the Egyptians lost their 1st born. This 
resulted in their release from slavery and a hasty exit from 

Chaplain’s Corner
by David Triplett, Chaplain

Egypt, with no time for their bread to rise. Hence the 
UNLEVEN Bread.

Now, fast forward to Holy Thursday where Christ, knowing 
of his coming sacrifice, calls the Disciples on the evening of 
the Passover feast, the Remembrance of the Freedom from 
Egypt. He knew His time was near, that he would be 
betrayed, humiliated, and crucified in a few hours. Despite 
this knowledge, He loved and taught love as the one 
absolute rule that can measure life. With Bread and Wine as 
symbols of his Body and Blood, He said to do this in 
Remembrance of Me.

The Great Master matched His words to acts. He knelt 
before each of his Disciples and washed the feet of each as 
an act of total humility and love. In this symbolic act of 
self-sacrifice and service, the message took on a practical 
form giving them a new Commandment:

“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love 
one another” (John 13:34). 

These are the words spoken by the Master of Nazareth as He 
broke bread with His Disciples at the Last Supper. They are 
simple words. Yet they express the most sublime truth: all 
men are brothers. 

We share one origin and one common obligation. The Great 
Teacher in this one Mandatum Novum, or New 
Commandment, summarized the highest wisdom of all ages.

Shriners Receive An 
Extra 10% Discount

(208) 461-6101
Fax 461-9738    

4500 E Greenhurst Rd
Nampa, Idaho 83686       

ADAMS
GARDENS

REALTOR
R

OPPORTUNITY
EQUAL HOUSING

Keller Williams Realty Boise

RON BISHOP
Associate Broker

(208) 870-6075

For all your Real Estate needs

OPPORTUNITY
EQUAL HOUSING

MLSREALTOR
R

GO STRATE TO SOLD
GENE STRATE    ROTY 2009

Over 50 Years in Real Estate

R E A L T Y    G R O U P

1099 S Wells St, Meridian 83642
(208) 377-8850     gene@genestrate.com

Guns & Ammo

Buy, Sell or Trade
Bob Julian
rmjulian@aol.com

208-863-4626
Phone or Text

Boise, Idaho

We’ll estimate value and
make you an offer
We’ll estimate value and
make you an offer
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Greeters  
by Bob Martin, President

The Greeters were a little quiet last month. We didn’t have a 
meeting in March because many members were either under the 
weather or out of town. We were able to attend Jackie 
Holloway’s Daughter of the Nile Home Coming Banquet at the 
Waters Edge Event Center in Eagle. It was very nice and well-
attended. We welcomed attendees and checked their coats.

Our April meeting will be at the Boise Masonic Center at 6pm 
on April 4th. Please join us!

Shrine Circus  
by Gail Sivey, Chairman

I would like to thank everyone for all the help that they 
have given me.  I feel that we are doing good with where 
we are in the planning of our Circus.  We now need to start 
thinking about the selling of ads for the program.  

I want to encourage all the 
units and clubs to purchase 
an ad.  If you have an ad in 
the Desert Dust please 
consider placing an ad in 
the Circus program. 

Nobility Birthdays for April
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Portland Shrine Hospital Report
by Ill Sir Joe Randall

The Portland Shriners Children’s Hospital continues its 
successful journey into 2025! Here are some of February’s 
highlights: 

* The 2025 Shriners Children’s Northwest Golf Classic will 
be held on May 16, 2025 at the Nile Golf Course in 

If any other Clubs, Units or individuals would like to make 
a contribution for a specific piece of equipment for our 
Portland Hospital, please contact me!! 

If anyone has any questions about the Portland Hospital, 
please reach out to me via text, email, or phone. I am 
always willing to provide any additional information 
regarding the Portland Hospital. 

If you have any questions about what it is like to serve on 
the Board of Governors please contact me. I would be 
happy to tell you what it is like and how rewarding it is to 
serve on the Portland Board of Governors.

Mountlake Terrace, WA. Please check out the 
flyer if you would like to participate. Or go to  
www.shrinersnwclassic.com

* The Shriners Children’s Employee of the Quarter, 
Shay Peterson from the Radiology Department, 
was honored at the February Board Meeting. She 
is an outstanding example of hard work and 
attention to details. 

* Shriners Children’s Vision 2035 strategic plan 
continues to guide our efforts. Our Portland 
Hospital has built our action plan, and is aimed 
for strategic growth! 

* The Shriners Children’s Portland Board of 
Governors is now accepting applications for 2026 
board members. Please reach out to our Temple 
Recorder Wayne Foster for more information. 

I would like to express my appreciation on behalf to 
the Portland Hospital for the generous donation from 
El Korah’s Black Light Patrol. Their generous 
contribution of $4499.00 purchased a Top End 
Excelerator Handcycle which is a high-performance 
adaptive bike designed to help teens with mobility 
challenges stay active and build strength. Powered 
by hand pedaling, it provides a safe and fun way to 
improve cardiovascular fitness, upper body strength 
and coordination. 

Again, THANK YOU Black Light Patrol!! 



Salt Lake Shriners Children’s Clinic
by Dave Brannan, Salt Lake Board of Governors

The Shriners Children’s Clinic in Salt Lake City is 
committed to its mission of providing “The Best Care 
Anywhere” and “Caring for More Kids in More Places.”

The clinic will celebrate a century of service with a gala 
event on May 10th at the Eccles Alumni House. It will serve 
as a fundraising event with tickets priced at $250 per person. 
El Korah has been allocated 8 seats, but additional seats are 
available because some Temples have not chosen to reserve 
their allotment. Twelve individuals from El Korah are 
already planning to attend.

The Walk for Love will be Saturday, September 20th at the 
Hogle Zoo in Salt Lake. The clinic is working to make this 
another gala celebration for the 100-year anniversary of the 
medical facility. We hope to see a strong turnout from El 
Korah and the Daughters of the Nile. Please let me know if 
you are interested in attending.

The Philanthropy Department has raised 17.4% of its 2025 
goal of $4.75 million.

In December, a total of 74 clinics were conducted, resulting 
in 721 unique patient visits including 31 surgical procedures, 
4 infusions, 593 therapy sessions, 20 motion analysis 
sessions, and 31 Locomat sessions. The Orthotics and 
Prosthetics Department delivered a total of 256 devices 
including 241 orthotic devices and 11 prosthetics. 
Furthermore, the wheelchair department tended to 156 
wheelchairs.

In January, Recreational Therapy expanded beyond 
traditional therapy groups to include several winter 
activities:

- Skiing with Wasatch Adaptive Sports

- Snowshoeing with Wasatch Adaptive Sports

- Sledding at Gateway Parks

Please see the attached one-sheet titled “The Importance of 
Positive Communication to Children with Disabilities.”

The clinic is now accepting applications for the Board of 
Governors in Salt Lake City for 2026. If you are interested, 
please contact the Recorder at (208) 343-0571 or 
recorder@elkorahshrine.com. If you have any questions 
regarding the Shriners Children’s Clinic in Salt Lake City or 
about joining the Board of Governors, please feel free to 
reach out to me.
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Daughters of the Nile
by , Princess Tirzah ElectMeeka Pedersen

Iras Temple No. 40 welcomes our new slate of officers, under the 
direction of Queen Terri Brannan, and it looks forward to anther 
great year of working with our Nobles of El Korah.  

We have initiated eighteen fabulous new members 
this year who are already becoming actively involved 
in our events. 

In June many of us will be attending the Supreme 
Session of Daughters of the Nile in Las Vegas to 
support our Supreme Queen, Jackie Holloway.  She 
has set the bar very high with her leadership in our 
organization and we have been so proud to say she is 
from our own Iras Temple No. 40.  It was with your 
help as Nobles that we put our best foot forward at 
Supreme Session here in Boise last June; and also at 
her Homecoming in Eagle, Idaho this last month. We 
had many, many positive comments about our 
Nobles and their support of Iras Temple.  
Thank you Nobles!

New 2025 Officers (l to r): Mary Baldwin, Princess Banker; 
Sidonia Miller, Princess Royal; Garianne Erwin, Jr Past Queen; 
Terri Brannan, Queen; Meeka Pedersen, Princess Tirzah; 
Shellie Smith, Princess Badoura; Wendy Terry, Princess Recorder

The Nomad camping season is almost here.  

The “shakedown” campout at Mountain 
Home starts April 21 and reservations 
should be in place to ensure we have our 
sites in close proximity.  Attendees need to 
make sure their rigs have been checked 
over and “summerized” so that camping 
surprises are held to a minimum.  

It’s always fun to get out to see what the 
great outdoors has to offer to stimulate our 
appetites for food and fun.  Hope to see 
you there.

Nomads
by Brad Foltman, Scout

NOMADS  
R FUN! with the

on our campouts

2025 Schedule

Mountain Home RV Resort
2295 American Legion Blvd
Mountain Home, Idaho  83647
(208) 580-1211

Arrive April 21,  Depart April 24

Hagerman RV Village
18049 US-30
Hagerman, Idaho 83332
(208) 837-4906

Arrive May 22,  Depart May 25

Grande Hot Springs RV Resort
65182 Hot Lake Lane  
 (They recommend using Exit 265)
La Grande, Oregon  97850
(541) 963-5253

Arrive June 24,  Depart June 27

Waters Edge RV Resort
620 North Main Street
Cascade, Idaho  83611
(208) 382-3120

Arrive August 12,  Depart August 15



As your Assistant Rabban, this past month 
or so has been filled with a number of 
highs, some challenges and a few lows. The 
one low for me was the Black Camel taking 
Walter (Red) Hamby. His memorial service 
will be April 12th at 1:00 pm at Will's 
Funeral Home in Twin Falls. He was a 
great Friend and Brother of El Korah.

As a part of Walt's legacy, El Korah is 
raffling his Henry 22LR Shriners Tribute 
Heirloom Rifle for $10 per ticket, as Walt 
requested. Tickets can be purchased at the 
Recorder’s Office or from me. Only 500 are 
available. The drawing will be held at the 
October Stated Meeting and the proceeds 
will be split between El Korah and Shriners 
Children’s Clinic in Salt Lake. See the flyer 
below.

Another part of his legacy will be a similar 
raffle of his Mini Peterbilt Truck and Trailer 
that he famously drove in parades 
representing El Korah. The raffle will start 
in May and per Walt’s request, only 500 
tickets will be available for $20 each. The 
proceeds will be split the same as for his 
rifle.

My last 2025 fundraising item is the Idaho 
Gold and Masonic History Fun Ride which 
will take place on June 28th. The ride will 
run from Masonic Lodge Idaho #1 in Idaho 
City to Placer Lodge #3 in Placerville. 
Online signup for this ride is already up 
and running. See the Fun Ride flyer on the 
next page for details. 

I am still looking for Event Sponsors and 
Volunteers. Breakfast and tours of the 
Lodge in Idaho City will be provided by 
the Idaho City Gold Rush. Lunch, tours of 
the Lodge and Cemetery in Placerville, as 
well as Gold Panning experiences will be 
hosted by members of Placer #3. El Korah 
will have Raffles with some great prizes. I 
hope to see a lots of Nobles at this event!

The last item that I wanted to bring up to 
the nobility is my heart felt thank you for 
providing the support for my wife Jerri and 
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myself to attend the Kosair for Kids Shrine Leadership Conference from 
March 10-12 in Tampa, Florida. This used to be called the Assistant Rabban 
School until Imperial found Kosair for Kids to sponsor it. Attending this 
conference is required by our bylaws before I can move up the line of Elected 
Divan Officers. 

Many of my duties as Chief Rabban were discussed in Tampa including 
budgets and the roles and responsibilities of Shrine Clubs and Units. We also 
discussed the need to develop a Strategic Plan to insure a consistent direction 
for El Korah and thinking “outside the box” regarding new membership and 
fundraising. 

Here are a couple of additional items:

 Potentates Ball on April 12th.

 The Black Light Patrol will be conferring two 2nd degrees for Eagle Rock 
Lodge on April 23rd. Thank you Black Light Patrol!

Thank you again for all of your support as I continue developing as a Leader 
for our organization and remembering who I work for.

Thank You Nobles!
by Bruce Drewes, Assistant Rabban
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Monday       May 26, 2025

Twin Falls High School

“More than Just a Game”

Shriners Children’s

47th ANNUAL DISTRICT FOUR

Proceeds from this event benefit Shriners Children’s and the Patient Travel Fund

Please bring a can of food to donate to 
Shriners Chidren’s in Salt Lake
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Potentate’s 
Nobility Ball

APRIL 2025
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

Greeters
Players

Crab Feed at
Scottish Rite

Tin Lizzies

Cameleers
Sand Duners

High Country 
Sidewinders SC

Board/Divan
Meeting

Twin Falls
 Football 

Players
 Banquet

Black Light
Patrol

El Korah Clowns
Snake River SC

Provost Guard

Stated Mtg
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Cinco de Mayo 
Party

Spring 
Ceremonial

in Jerome

MAY 2025
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

Greeters
Players

Tin Lizzies

Cameleers
Sand Duners

High Country 
Sidewinders SC

Board/Divan
Meeting

Twin Falls SC

Black Light
Patrol

El Korah 
Clowns

Snake River SC

Mother’s 
Day

Provost Guard

Stated Mtg
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