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Chili Provided

Bring a Snack to Share

Hosted by El Korah Shrine Ambassadors
Questions? Call Mitch Davis (208) 859-7655
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High Priest & Prophet. . . . . . Jason Morales

Oriental Guide . . . . . . . . . . . Danny Harkins

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Will Votaw, PP

Recorder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wayne Foster

Appointed Divan
st1  Ceremonial Master . . . . Darrell Forrester
nd2  Ceremonial Master . . . . . . . . Bob Martin 

Marshal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mischa Brady

Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Triplett

Captain of the Guard . . . . . . . . . . Gail Sivey

Outer Guard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rod Baldwin

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anthony Patterson 
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Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Bishop

Assistant Director . . . . . . . . . . Robert Mahar

Assistant Chaplain. . . . . . . . . . . Skylor Lenz

Chief Potentate’s Aide . . . . . Jake Matthews

Ambassador Coordinator. . . . . . Mitch Davis

Potentate’s Aides
Aides. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sand Duners

Chief Aide Emeritus . . . . . . . . . . . Dick Swift
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Editor’s Notice

The Desert Dust is published 
monthly, except July and August.

Submissions are Due by 
the of the Month

 
20th

Please be prompt!! Remember, the 
Editor is volunteering his time to 

publish the newsletter. 

Pictures should include a caption, 
if appropriate. 

Email your submission to Gary at

gsbetts@msn.com 

Hospital Board Members
Salt Lake City . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Brannan

Portland. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Randall

Phone Numbers
Recorder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (208) 343-0571

Desert Dust
Editor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Betts

gsbetts@msn.com

Assistant Editor . . . . . . . . Rick Holloway, PP
elkorahdesertdust@gmail.com

2025 Shrine Dues were due 

by 12/31/24. 

If you do not have a current 2025 
dues card, you are delinquent and 

cannot attend meetings, etc. 

Avoid the dreaded NPD list and 
contact the Recorder’s Office today 

(343-0571).

Did you know that El Korah’s 
budget relies on members paying 

their dues on time? 

You dues help pay our bills and 
keep our doors open. 

Wednesday Feb 12th, 7:30 pm
Boise Masonic Center - Westgate

February Stated Meeting

DESERT DUST

Advertise Your Business
in the Desert Dust!

Reach out to the Nobility, Ladies and 
friends in the online and printed 
versions of the Desert Dust. El Korah 
publishes 10  annually.newsletters

For a member-owned business
a regular-sized ad is just

$50.00 per year

Contact the Recorder’s Office for 
larger ads, single issue ads, and ads for 
non-member owned businesses. 

Submit your ad to the Desert Dust 
today!

Louis Asker, Jr . . . . . . . . 1/25/2025

mailto:gsbetts@msn.com
mailto:gsbetts@msn.com
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Potentate’s Message  by Ray Breshears

Greetings 
Nobles and Ladies,

2025 is officially underway, 
and your Divan is hard at 
work! Our Installation 
ceremony was a resounding 
success with over 100 
attendees, including several 
visiting Brothers from 
Oregon. I would like to 
extend my heartfelt 
gratitude to Garland Risner, 

February 9 – Super Bowl Party
Join us at the Boise Masonic Center for a Super Bowl 
party starting at 4:30 p.m. Bring your favorite snacks 
to share!

February 15 – Shrine Date Night
This is a special evening at the Boise Masonic Center 
start ming at 6:00 pm and features a delicious meal 
prepared by our Recorder. The cost is $40 per couple.

February 19 to 22 – Winter PNSA
This year’s Winter PNSA will take place in Spokane.

February 20 to 22 – DON Supreme Queen Homecoming
DON Supreme Queen Jackie Holloway will celebrate 
her homecoming during this period. Nobles interested 
in helping to welcome her home should contact the 
Recorder’s office.

March 1 – Twin Falls Shrine Club Ice Breakers Event
The Twin Falls Shrine Club will host its annual Ice 
Breakers event, always a fun and festive occasion. 
The Divan and other Nobles and Ladies will travel to 
support this event. Please contact the Recorder’s office 
if you'd like to assist

Let’s come together and make 
February 2025 a month to 
remember. Your participation 
makes a difference! I encourage 
everyone to join us at these 
events. Thank you for your 
continued support as we embark 
on another exciting year!

TOGETHER WE CAN!

2025 El Korah Potentate 

PP, and MWGM Rick Holloway, PP, for serving as Installing 
Officer and Marshal. Despite their busy schedules, they 
graciously dedicated their time to make this event special.

I also want to thank the Past Potentates us, as well as our 
honored guests from the Daughters of the Nile (DON) and 
the Order of the Eastern Star (OES). Additionally, a gracious 
thank you to First Lady Lonna and the DON Dancers for 
providing refreshments and drinks afterward. Your presence 
made the day even more memorable. 

Our first Stated meeting of the year went smoothly and 
wrapped up in just under an hour. Now, as we head into 
February, we’ve got a busy month ahead, filled with exciting 
events and opportunities to come together:

February 1 – Club & Units Meeting
Join us at the Boise Masonic Center at 10:00 am for 
coffee and donuts, followed by lunch at noon.

February 9 – Greeters’ Annual Sweethearts Brunch
Held at the Riverside Hotel at 10:00 am, this brunch is 
always well-attended and promises to be a wonderful 
time.

Shriners Receive An 
Extra 10% Discount

(208) 461-6101
Fax 461-9738    

4500 E Greenhurst Rd
Nampa, Idaho 83686       

ADAMS
GARDENS

REALTOR
R

OPPORTUNITY
EQUAL HOUSING

Keller Williams Realty Boise

RON BISHOP
Associate Broker

(208) 870-6075

For all your Real Estate needs

E SL R K EO NIR RA HH S 

R WEH ET  CE
G A

O N

T

0252

Ray

Potentate-elect Ray Breshears
and Lady Lonna
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El Korah Shrine 
Nobility Birthdays for February

Riverside Hotel Fireside Room
2900 Chiinden Blvd, Boise

Please join us for a
Morning of Brotherhood,

Friendship and Celebration!

00
$35 per person

Enjoy Mimosas
and a Rose for your Sweetie!

Sunday, Feb 9, 2025
10:30 am to 1:00 pm

RSVP Required
by February 4th

Contact Bob Martin

(714) 920-6563

bmarin34@aol.com

Greeters  
by Bob Martin, President

On January 10th, we had our first Greeters Dinner Meeting of 2025. 
It was held at Banbury Golf Club and we had 28 guests join us for 
dinner and fun! Laura Otto was our speaker. She is a member (and 
the current President) of the Treasure Valley Bee Keepers club and a 
very interesting lady. She also brought some of the honey that her 
bees produced.

We elected Ill Sir Ric Bobier as our a Greeters Vice President. 
Congratulations Ric! 

We won’t hold our regular February monthly meeting (Feb 1st). 
Instead, we’ll have our special Sweethearts Brunch on Sunday 
February 9th at 10 am. Cost will be $ 35 per person. Bring your 
Sweetheart out for a real good treat!
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Opening Weekend at the Annual Crab Feed
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What are the Shriners?
by Bruce Drewes, Assistant Rabban

In Idaho, the oldest and largest Fraternal Organization 
is the Masonic Family of Organizations, with the oldest 
being the Masonic Lodges. There are 41 Masonic 
Lodges throughout Idaho with each of them building on 
the basic belief in Faith, Hope and Charity.

Faith in themselves, their fellow man, and a Supreme 
Architect of the Universe. Hope in a better world 
without war or bloodshed, and with Faith and Hope 
comes Charity for our fellowman. 

These have been practiced in each communities since 
the Masons arrived in Idaho in 1864 and founded the 
Idaho City Lodge, which is now called Idaho Lodge #1. 
The first Masonic Lodge was founded in 1863, but the 
building is no longer standing.

Black Light Patrol, was formed and active and El Korah 
has either sponsored or been in most Southern Idaho 
parades since then. The public knows El Korah as the 
guys with the funny cars and the circus animals. But 
what is not seen is the assistance that El Korah provides 
to the children of Idaho with the twenty-two Shriners 
Children’s Hospitals and Clinics. The first Hospital 
opened in 1922 in Shreveport, Louisiana. The hospitals 
in Portland, Salt Lake and Spokane opened around 
1924.

El Korah assists Idaho kids by referring those in need to 
a hospital to deal with skeletal issues, burns and other 
life altering problems. El Korah role is aid with travel 
costs and support.

Helping Kids While Having Fun!

In 2021, El Korah sponsored 266 visits to one of the 22 
the Shriners Children’s Hospitals at a cost of 
$54,545.58 for travel.

In 2022, we sponsored 242 visits to those hospitals at a 
cost of $47,996.40 for travel.

In 2023, we sponsored 223 visits to those hospitals at a 
cost of $79,337.24 for travel.

That is a total of 731 visits in three years. Just think of 
all the Idaho kids that El Korah has helped get medical 
assistance and improve their lives over the past 102 
years. Without El Korah, who would have supported 
those Idaho Kids?

El Korah is a 503-c-10 organization, so donations go to 
support El Korah in Idaho as a “not-for-profit” entity, 
but the value of this organization to those kids makes 
the extra effort of supporting El Korah worthwhile.

A
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Masonic Temple

Idaho Lodge 

Idaho Lodge #1
Idaho City

Placer Lodge #3
Placerville

From these Lodges, youth organizations were formed; 
DeMolay, Rainbow for Girls, and Job’s Daughters, 
with most of their charitable work focused on the 
community’s youth.

Other parts of this Masonic Family are the Eastern Star 
and Daughters of the Nile, which are both women's 
organizations. The Scottish Rite Bodies and the York 
Rite Bodies are both men’s organizations. All these 
organizations are charity-based for the betterment of 
our youth.

In July 1891, Boise received its Dispensation to create 
a Shrine and in November 1896, El Korah Shriners was 
formed. In 1907, the first El Korah Parade Unit, the 

Guns & Ammo
Buy, Sell or Trade
Bob Julian
rmjulian@aol.com

208-863-4626
Phone or Text

Boise, Idaho

We’ll estimate value and
make you an offer
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February
The Month of Love

Here, at our cabana in Mazatlan, 
Ann has been reading to me from 
her Bible each day. She started 
with Luke 1 on Dec 1st and day 
finished on the 25th covering the 
life of our Savior. God is Love!!!

Now we are listening to the readings from John. Today’s 
reading of John  15, 9-17 was VERY SPECIAL. It is Jesus’s 
commandment to love one another. Please take time to read 
this.

Chaplain’s Corner
by David Triplett, Chaplain

OPPORTUNITY
EQUAL HOUSING

MLSREALTOR
R

GO STRATE TO SOLD
GENE STRATE    ROTY 2009

Over 50 Years in Real Estate

R E A L T Y    G R O U P

1099 S Wells St, Meridian 83642
(208) 377-8850     gene@genestrate.com

For those who remember the words, I asked Ann to tell me 
when I am not acting as I should (grumpy, wrong tone, etc.) 
“What came you here to do?”// ps// I know the answer!! 
You all know that she still has me in training and I think I 
continue to improve, even after 60 years of marriage!

For the month of February, be kind in your thoughts, words, 
and deeds. Send a card to a friend. Make a phone call or go 
for a visit. But most of all, be prayerful and grateful for the 
Love we receive from our Lord. 

Ann and I will return to Boise on Feb 12th and I will look 
forward to your stories.

SPECIAL LOVE TO YOU ALL

The Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons in Idaho, Past Potentate Rick Holloway 
(center), poses with Brethren at Silver City Lodge #13 where his twin brother Randy just 
received his 1st Degree! Can you pick Randy out? 
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Salt Lake Shriners Children’s Clinic
by Dave Brannan, Salt Lake Board of Governors

The Shriners Children’s Clinic in Salt Lake City continues 
to work toward their mission of providing patients with 
“The Best Care Anywhere,” and “Caring for More Kids in 
More Places”. 

May 10, 2025 - Save the Date. Shriners Children’s in Salt 
Lake will celebrate 100 years of service with a Gala Event 

on May 10th at the Eccles Alumni House in Salt Lake. I am 
scheduling a trip to Salt Lake for this event and also for the 
2025 Walk for Love in September. Please let me know if 
you are interested in attending either event.

The January Board of Governors meeting falls on January 
27th, so I have nothing new to report for February. I will 
include any pertinent information in my March report. 

See the attached one sheet “Meet Alec, Shriners Hospitals 
for Children Superstar”.

Please contact me if you have any questions about the 
Shriners Children’s Clinic in Salt Lake City, or about 
becoming a Board of Governors member.

Portland Shrine Hospital Report
by Ill Sir Joe Randall

I will be assuming the task of writing the Portland Shrine 
Hospital Report from Ill Sir Rick Holloway beginning this 
month. Rick has attained Emeritus status after serving nine 
years on the board and will be missed for his outstanding 
knowledge of medicine and health care management. Rick 
has a Master's Degree in Health Care Management plus 
years of experience in the health care field and has shared 
his knowledge with the Portland Board. This made him a 
perfect fit for the Portland Board!!! 

During his tenure, which included two years as Chairman 
of the Portland Hospital Board, the Portland hospital has 
gone from a middle of the road ranking to being one of the 
top ranked Shriners Hospitals. While Rick was not 
responsible for all of our hospital improvements, he 
certainly had a “healthy” impact on improving them. 

One of the significant achievements was hiring top-of-the-

line executives to help with strategic planning and to run the 
hospitals day to day operations. This year we will have the 
lowest per patient draw on our endowment ever, which 
represents a very efficient hospital operation!  We will miss 
you, Rick!!!!!!

We will not have our final statistics for 2024 until our 
January meeting later this month. Year to date our Portland 
Hospital continues with strong growth. Our number of 
inpatient and outpatient surgeries continue to increase. One 
statistic that is truly outstanding is our donations which will 
increase well over one million dollars from last year.  

The Portland Hospital continues to receive outstanding 
recognition. We received the Press Ganey Guardian of 
Excellence Award for IPU Patient Satisfaction. Our Surgical 
Services department received national recognition from 
Press Ganey by scoring in the 99th percentile from patient 
referrals.

Our Redmond Clinic, Medford Clinic, and walk-in Clinic 
continue to see record growth. Medford is now open on 
Friday afternoons and all-day Saturday.

If anyone has any questions or needs information about the 
Portland Hospital, I will be happy to answer them. Reach out 
to me by text, email or phone. Any Emeritus members or I 
would be happy to tell you what it is like and how rewarding 
it is to serve on the Board of Governors for Portland. 
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Membership 
by Jason Morales, Chairman

I have been asked by Ill Sir Ray Breshears to Chair the 
Membership Committee. I will be joined by Oriental Guide 
Danny Harkins, 1st Ceremonial Master Darrell Forrester and 
Noble Dan Jennings.

Our first set of tasks will be to review existing membership 
reports, which includes our list of Active Nobles, new 
Prospects and Candidates. This information is conveniently 
posted on a Membership Dashboard referred to as WebFez 
Membership Database System (MDS), which is a 
Membership & Marketing System administered by our 
parent organization, Shriners International.  Over the year 
ahead, this Membership Dashboard will be our source for 
reporting these membership fundamentals.  At our January 
Meeting, we reported 412 Active Nobles, 1 Candidate, and 3 
Prospects.

Prior to our February Stated Meeting, the Membership 
Committee is scheduled to convene for our first online 
committee meeting, after which we plan to further qualify 
the reported numbers, touch bases with our Recorder and 
Divan to assure we aren’t crossing any wires and then follow 
up in fellowship with Candidates and Prospects accordingly.

While the MDS Membership Dashboard provides a useful 
high-level overview, there are many essential details that this 
dashboard and its reports do not tell us. Therefore over the 
weeks and months ahead, the Membership Committee will 
work to learn more from our Nobility about what motivates, 

and hinders, greater participation. We are very much aware 
that there are many factors that influence participation.  
Nonetheless, our committee members genuinely wish to 
connect with our Brethren and to learn how those who are 
actively involved can best serve our temple, our community 
and our cause.

February is an action-packed month with several 
opportunities for Shriners to enjoy fraternal activities and to 
shine with the local public, including events such as the 
Black Light Patrol Crab Feed, the Daughters of the Nile 
Homecoming, Greeter’s Valentine Brunch, and the 
Superbowl Party that we host at the MTA Building. For 
events like these, it will be our aim to establish effective 
ways to report actual attendance in a format that helps us 
further understand engagement trends over the years ahead.

Several on the Membership Committee also look forward to 
attending this year's Pacific Northwest Shriner Association 
(PNSA) Winter Business Seminar, where membership is a 
central topic amongst the Nobles and Divan across the 
region. As we prepare our travels to PNSA and anticipate 
many hearty discussions about Shrine membership, your 
thoughts and feedback are very much welcomed.  Please take 
heart that the channels of communication are wide open 
amongst all on the Membership Committee and reach out 
anytime. We want to hear from you! El Korah Shrine is 
something that we can all be proud of.  

Black Light Patrol
by Bob Julian, President

Hoping all had a great Holiday season and are 
now ready to engage in the year ahead with a new 
Potentate and Divan.  The Patrol remains active.  

On December 28th we conferred a 2nd Degree 
under the black lights on Brother Russell Spencer 
at Meridian Lodge #47.  It was a great 
opportunity and we thank the Lodge for allowing 
us the favor.  

The Patrol has several new members from 
Meridian Lodge and all stepped forward to take 
parts.  The attendance was great and was made up 
of members of the Lodge and the Patrol.  It was 
especially great to have Noble Anthony Patterson 
do his lecture and finish up his proficiency to earn 
his Masters Certificate.  Well done Anthony!

Anyone else wishing to be involved in our degree 
work is invited to join the Patrol and we’re sure 
that we can find a spot for you.
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Daughters of the Nile
by , Princess BadouraMeeka Pedersen

I recently spent a week with our own Daughter’s of the Nile, 
Supreme Queen Jackie Holloway.  I was able to go to 3 
Temple visits and visit the Shreveport, LA Clinic and the 
Galveston, TX Hospital.  It was amazing and so informative.  

and POPS but it was so cool to see other hospitals.  You 
would all be so proud of Supreme Queen Jackie, she is a true 
gem!  She knows how to encourage, listen and engage all the 
ladies in such a positive way.

We will be having a Homecoming for Supreme Queen Jackie 
on February 20-22 as her travels wind down.  This is an 
event that needed to be registered for, so if you did, we will 
see you at the events.  Unfortunately, if you didn't register, 
registration is closed.  The DON Ceremonial will be open to 
all Nile ladies in good standing.  It is on Friday, February 
21st at 10:00 am at Chateau des Fleurs in Eagle.  If you plan 
on attending but have not registered for the rest of the 
events, please let Princess Mary Baldwin know.  We want to 
make sure to get enough chairs for you. 

Save the Date!!! for The Installation of Officers 

Daughters of the Nile will be on Saturday, March 29th at 
1:00 pm at the Meridian Masonic Lodge.The Oasis at El Mina 

Shrine in Galveston

Shreveport was the first 
Hospital in the system.  
They now gear more 
around sports injuries and 
therapy, while the 
Galveston Hospital just 
opened up a private parking 
garage and 12 new rooms 
for 2, for overnight burns 
and cleft lip and palate 
patients.  

Much was the same from 
the Salt Lake Clinic in 
regard to Motion Analysis 

Daughters of the Nile Foundation
by PQ Ann Triplett, Chairman of Charitable Giving

It is with much pride and pleasure we inform the Nobles of 
El Korah Shrine that Iras Temple No. 40, Daughters of the 
Nile, contributed $294,543.43 for the year 2024 to the 
Shrine Hospital System. Much of this amount was thanks 
once again to our Past Queen Linda Gray.

Please thank an Iras Temple member when you see her. It 
may even be your wife, mother, sister, daughter or 
hopefully all of the above.

Thank you Nobles for supporting us as we support your 
Philanthropy....the greatest on earth.

MWGM Rick Holloway and Supreme Queen Jackie 

attending the 2024 Portland Shrine Hospital Board 

Christmas party with MWGM Tim Best of Oregon 

and his wife Teresa



Potentate’s
Nobility Ball

More information
coming soon

At Expo Idaho
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Save the Date!

EL KORAH SHRINE
INVITES YOU TO A

VALENTINE’S 

Dinner
Steak or Salmon, Baked Potato, Vegetable

Roll, Green Salad, Dessert

Saturday, February 15th
Social 6:00 pm
Dinner 7:00 pm

(No Tickets at the Door)

00$40  per Couple

Call the Recorder to Reserve your Seats

343-0571
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I Have a 
Quilting Project!

Noble Steve Priest is looking 
for any old Shrine uniforms 
with emblems on them that 
could be used for making 
quilts. If you have something 
that might be useful, please 
contact Steve directly via text 
or email.

(208) 869-1752 
pspriest1@gmail.com

El Korah Shrine Circus
by Gail Sivey, Chairman

Jun 17 Idaho Falls Sandy Downs Arena 4 pm & 7 pm

Jun 18 Rupert Minidoka County Fairgrounds 4 pm & 7 pm

Jun 19 Jerome Jerome County Fairground 4 pm & 7 pm

Jun 20 Boise Expo Idaho Grandstands 4 pm & 7 pm

Jun 21 Boise Expo Idaho Grandstands 11 am & 2 pm

Jun 22 Boise Expo Idaho Grandstands 2 pm & 5 pm

I can now say that the circus is coming to town. 
After two months of ups and downs, we finally 
have the dates and venues tied up. 

This could be the last time we are able to go to 
Expo Idaho, since the racetrack area is going to be 
converted to soccer fields. So let’s have a great 6 
shows there.  
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Crab Feed at
Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite
Reunion

Scottish Rite
Crab Feed

MARCH 2025
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

Greeters
Players

Scottish Rite
Crab Feed

Provost Guard

Stated Mtg

Tin Lizzies

Cameleers
Sand Duners

High Country 
Sidewinders SC

Board/Divan
Meeting

Twin Falls SC

St Patrick’s
 Day

Black Light
Patrol

El Korah
Clowns

Snake River SC

Scottish Rite
Reunion

      1       
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9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

Crab Feed at
Scottish Rite

Crab Feed at
Scottish Rite

FEBRUARY 2025
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

Greeters
Players

Crab Feed at
Scottish Rite

Provost Guard

Stated Mtg

Tin Lizzies

Cameleers
Sand Duners

High Country 
Sidewinders SC

Board/Divan
Meeting

Twin Falls SC

MLK Day
Office Closed

Black Light
Patrol

El Korah Clowns
Snake River SC

Greeters 
Valentine’s Day 

Brunch
Super Bowl

Winter PNSA - Spokane, WA
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